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Word of God to the community 

and beyond. 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:30 a.m.      Contemporary Worship Service 

 9:45              Coffee Fellowship 

10:00             Sunday School 

11:00             Traditional Worship 

5:30 pm         Youth Jam 

JUNE, 2010 

 
PREACHING AND WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR JUNE:  

 
June 6 ï Communion Sunday, Luke 7:11-17 and I Kings 17:8-24 
ï  
  ñGod Has Come to Help His Peopleò 
 
June 13 ï Youth Sunday; guest speaker Denise Rolle, founder of 
Purpose Driven Generation local group; Baptism & Confirmation; 
Bible Presentation. 
 
June 20 ï Fatherôs Day, Galatians 3:23-4:7 ï ñA Slave, A Son, An 
Heirò 
 
June 27 ï ñBig Ideasò series begins. Jeremiah 34:8-17, Galatians 
5:1, 13-15 
  ñLibertyò 





Themes for Summer Worship 
 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 
As if the calendar werenôt enough, the fading of the strawberry fields in the last two weeks 
has reminded us that summer is soon upon us.  I therefore want to inform the congrega-
tion of plans for worship during the summer. Here are some highlights of the ideas for 
Sundays in the next 4 months.  Note them on your calendar. 
 
 June 13 ï Youth Sunday will include a guest speaker who will introduce you to our 
Youth Outreach Project plans, plus we will have a baptism and confirmation ceremony, 
presentation of Bibles to some of our students, and youth participating in the service. We 
also hope to have our Church School children be a part of the choirôs anthem. 
 June 27-August 1 ï I have planned a sermon series called ñBig Ideasò. Every ser-
mon will take specific word that represents a major philosophical theme, and connect that 
idea to our faith. We will examine Liberty, Equality, Justice, Truth, Goodness, and Beauty 
to consider what these themes mean to our Christian discipleship today. The sermons are 
based on a book I have recently been reading by American philosopher Mortimer Adler, 
an editor of the Encyclopedia Brittanica and of the Great Books series. 
 August 29

th
 ï We arrive at another Fifth Sunday Festival, and initial plans for this 

include a series of dramatic vignettes on Great Hymn Writers, with a primarily musical 
worship service highlighting favorite classic hymns. Each hymn writer, among them Isaac 
Watts and Fanny Crosby, will tell how their hymns developed, and then we will sing one of 
that composerôs works.   

During September ï Beginning on Labor Day, for four weeks we will address cur-
rent ethical issues in another ñSermons from the Headlinesò series. Do you have a current 
issue you would like me to address? I would be glad to hear from you. As of now, I am 
considering sermons on Christianity and the Economic Bailout, Teen Driver Fatalities, 
Marriage and the American Family, and Church/State Separation. There may be some 
changes in these as newer issues arise. 

Spread throughout the summer, I also hope to introduce you to a few more new 
hymns and songs of faith from two recent liturgical traditions. In France there is a lay mon-
astery (yes, there is such a thing ï you donôt have to be a Catholic nun or monk to go 
there) in the small village of Taize. They have written a wonderful series of new songs for 
worship and we will learn a few of them. Also, reflecting Presbyterianismôs Scottish heri-
tage, just off the coast of mainland Scotland is an island called Iona, which centuries ago 
was the launching point for Christianity to come to the ancient Scots. Today it is a place of 
pilgrimage for many British youth, and one particular song writer, John Bell, has produced 
many beautiful new songs for our worship. I hope you will enjoy the few I ask you to learn. 

 
Summer is a grand time to worship with joyous discovery. I invite you on the journey! 
       

Rev. Hix 
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Avoiding the Financial Crisis Mentality!  
By WMPC Administration & Finance Committee  

 
 

 

Last year our congregation faced a $15,000 deficit budget crisis.  Members stepped up for the ñPick 
A Portionò Campaign while elders took red pens to their budget line items.  The result:  WMPC fin-
ished the year with a miniscule deficit of $345. 
 
This year, the Finance and Administration Committee would like to avoid that year-end stress.  So 
we talked about the following options. 
 
1. Cut the spending. 

ü We talked about it and thought that with last yearôs cuts, weôd like to hold the line and see 
if we could get through this year without cutting the budget 

 
2. Balance out the cash flow. 

ü Instead of going in the hole to pay big expenses all at once like insurance and utilities, see 
if we could adopt Balanced Billing with our suppliers.  The option will cost a little bit extra 
each year in ñservice chargesò but it should help smooth out the dramatic monthly losses 
in reports. 

ü Going this route, weôll have to remember that positive cash flow in reports doesnôt neces-
sarily mean weôre ñflush.ò  It will just help us be ñsteady.ò 

 
3. Host a Periodic Congregational Meeting to Present Financial Projections 

ü We feel a responsibility to keep the church informed more often than yearly, so we can 
work together to avoid crisis mode. 

ü Get the whole congregation involved with balancing the budget through awareness. 
 

4.  Ask church members to each give $5 more per week per person. 
ü On average we have 50 people a week who attend church. If each person gave $5 more 

each week, that would improve our cash flow by $1,000 per month or $12,000 annual (not 
quite last yearôs anticipated deficit but a faithful increase). 

ü The additional funds would improve our cash flow and help us avoid an end-of-year crisis. 
 
The Committeeôs long-term goal is to have $3,000 to $4,000 cushion in checking account which 

Pastor advised was sound church management. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion, someone asked:  ñHow much has God given you?ò  And some-
one replied, ñWhat have you given God?ò Good thoughts to ponder. 
 
The Session and the Administration & Finance Committee are committed to closely monitoring our 
financial situation and communicating information about our churchôs financial health to our mem-
bers. 
 
We are always thankful to God that he has already blessed us richly with a generous and talented 
congregation.  
 




