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The Mission of White Memorial. 

Presbyterian Church is to glorify 

and praise God and speak the 

Word of God to the community 

and beyond. 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:30 a.m.      Contemporary Worship Service 

 9:45              Coffee Fellowship 

10:00             Sunday School 

11:00             Traditional Worship 

5:30 pm         Youth Jam 

January, 2010  
 

Our church ended 2009 with a lot of charitable work 

directed towards families in our community in need at 

Christmas time. 

 

2010 will kick off with that same charitable spirit di-

rected at our community by allowing our fellowship hall 

to be used to host a benefit concert for a young child 

who has a rare form of bone cancer to raise money for 

upcoming surgery. Come and tell everyone you know to 

come on Sunday at 3:00 PM, January 3, 2010.  

WMPC Strategic Goal #3 ñFellowship Hall ð Matt 

5:16 ð Make the fellowship hall a place of witness 

to the community of our churchõs òlightó. Hold 

more events there.  





FIVE PRACTICES OF FRUITFUL CONGREGATIONS 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Over the next three months I will be speaking regularly about the topic in the title of this letter. Here is why: 
every congregation needs to be clear about the purposes of its ministry. You may think you know why you 
come to worship and why you support mission or study the Bible, but my experience has shown me that con-
gregations gain new energy, insight and focus when they are explicitly reminded about why they exist. A dec-
ade ago, Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church in California wrote two books, called The Purpose-Driven 
Life and The Purpose-Driven Church.  In them he emphasized clarity about objectives and following through 
with them. They were immensely successful. They hit a chord in a world of wandering people unsure about 
just what to devote their lives to. Similarly, for over two centuries our own Presbyterian denomination has em-
phasized what we call ñThe Six Great Ends of the Churchò as the goals of ministry in any church. 
 
Recently, a Methodist leader, Bishop Robert Schnase, has developed a curriculum to help congregations re-
view and renew their understanding of what they are supposed to do and how they are supposed to do it. He 
calls the program Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. Here are the titles of the areas he believes 
churches should focus on: 

Radical Hospitality 

Passionate Worship 

Intentional Faith Development 

Risk-taking Mission and Service 

Z Extravagant Generosity 
You will notice that each of these categories has a noun and an adjective. The nouns should sound familiar 
as areas a church tries to address, like worship or mission. The adjectives give those subjects some ñbiteò, 
clarifying the attitude with which to tackle those areas. And because they are called ñpracticesò, we know that 
they are ongoing attitudes and customs, not one time events. 
 
The session of White Memorial Presbyterian has embraced my hope that we can spend an extended period 
of time with this curriculum. They voted to launch a congregation-wide study of these five practices through-
out the season of Lent. Therefore, beginning after Ash Wednesday in mid February, you will be asked to par-
ticipate in this program as we define what our primary ministries are and how we can improve them. Specifi-
cally, the curriculum has three parts. 

On the Sundays of Lent, I will preach five sermons, one on each of the practices listed above. I ask you to 

make a special effort to attend worship those weeks, at either 8:30 or 11, to gain an initial idea of what these 
practices imply for us. 

During Lent, five small groups will meet, each focusing on one of the practices, for three times. I encour-

age you to choose which of the five practices you are most interested in and decide now to attend those three 
meetings. They will allow you to make specific suggestions about the future of our congregation and how its 
ministry can be most faithful, effective, and fruitful. 
Each member or family of the church will be given a small devotional book to read during Lent. It is called 
Cultivating Fruitfulness. Five weeks of readings give you time to think about all the practices and how you can 
maintain them in your individual lives. 
 
This letter is an appeal to watch for this program as it unfolds in the weeks ahead, and to pledge to participate 
corporately through worship, individually through the daily devotions, and in small discussion groups from 
which important ministry objectives will arise. I also want to know at this time whether any of you would join a 
leadership team to make the program a success, offering your skills in organization, publicity, or implementa-
tion. In the next few weeks the leadership team will begin planning for the program. I would appreciate some 
of you stepping forward to assist in that effort. 
 
The program we undertake in Lent should have major impact on our congregation for years to come. Please 
pray for its success. And consider how you might help it develop within us these five practices of fruitful con-
gregations. 
       Shalom, Rev. Duane Hix 



Session Notes  
 

There was a stated Session meeting held on December 21, 2009 that yielded the following results: 

Established a January 24, 2010 date for the Annual Corporation Meeting @10:15 AM 

Approved a Session Retreat meeting to be held on January 16, 2010 at New Hope Pres-
byterian Church. 

Approved a new Sunday school study entitled ñSoul Feast ï An Invitation to the Christian 
Spiritual Lifeò for the regular adult Sunday school class.  

Approved a study entitled ñHaving a Mary Heart in a Martha Worldò for the Sunday eve-
ning adult class. 

In an emergency meeting held on Christmas Eve, the Session approved the use of the fellowship 
hall for a fund raising concert to support surgery for a young child in our community. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION/CORPORATION MEETING 

JANUARY 24, 2010 
 

Please note the time and date for the annual meeting of White Memorial Presbyte-

rian. We are adjusting the morning schedule somewhat that day to better accommo-

date worshippers at both services and to keep your stomachs from growling after the 

noon hour. Be sure you are aware of the following schedule that day. 

 

 Early worship ð 8:30-9:15 

 Church School ð 9:30-10:15 

 Annual Meeting ð 10:15-10:55 

 Later Worship ð 11:00 ð noon 

 

We will gather in the sanctuary at 10:15 to hear reports from committees, the treas-

urer and the pastor, to elect a new president and other officers of the corporation, to 

elect congregation members for the nominating committee, and to conduct a brief 

corporation meeting to satisfy the requirements of the state of North Carolina. On the 

prior week, Jan. 17, written copies of the reports will be distributed to members so 

they may be prepared to ask questions about the life and work of the church.  

Annual Congregational Meeting Notes  
Elected the Elder Class of 2012 which included Ira Jersey, Lorrie Johnson and Lynn Ste-
phenson. 
Approved the 2010 Terms of Call for Rev. Duane Hix. 
Approved the budget for 2010. 



Carter is a beautiful, vibrant 3 year old who loves Elmo, trucks, guitars, and playing outside. Al-
though he is small, he appears to be a normal, healthy 3 year old toddler. What you donôt see, is that 
he has a very rare, genetic-recessive disease called Fanconi anemia. This disease is so rare, that 
there are only about 3,000 cases currently diagnosed world-wide and only about 300 of those cases 

are in the United States.  
Carter was born with two holes in his heart, a hypoplastic thumb, 
and with both of his kidneys fused together on one side. Otherwise, 
Carter seemed to be just a normal infant. On his first birthday 
checkup, the doctor noticed that Carter had not grown much or 
gained weight. He sent us to an endocrinologist. She first thought 
that Carter had Cystic Fibrosis, but after several tests, quickly 
learned that it wasnôt the case. Then, we were referred to a genet-
ics counselor. She did some blood work, a chromosome breakage 
study to see if he had any breaks in the chromosomes. Well, a few 
weeks went by and on November 27, 2007, out fears were con-
firmed, our son had this devastating disease.  
We immediately began our search for a physician that specialized 
in this disease. We found himéin Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is a 
world renowned physician for his work in this field, and he happily 
took on our case. 
After all  the appointments were over, they told us that we need to 
come back in March for Carterôs bone marrow biopsy and aspira-
tion. While we were there in March, we also got Carterôs hand 
fixed. The surgeon did a index polliciation procedure to remove the 
thumb nub, and turn the index finger into his thumb. Carter did very 

well with the surgery. We flew home a week later. We then flew back up to Minnesota in April for a 
check up and another visit with the GI doctor. During our visit with the doctor, he recommended 
Carter to have a upper endoscopy so that they could see if there was anything internally that would 
prevent him from absorbing nutrients. Carter still wasnôt growing well. We flew back up to Minnesota 
in June for an upper endoscopy. It went very well, but while they had Carter under, they also placed 
a tube down his nose to give him extra nutrition via the tube. He did not tolerate the NG tube so they 
placed a G-tube in his stomach.  
We will have Carter's blood checked every month. They have already began to decline, so we are 
heading for transplant on January 12, 2010!  

Please pray for Carter and his family!  
For more info Go to website:  http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/carterpepper/mystory   

Benefit Concert for Carter Pepper 

By Vaughan Penn   
to be held at the WMPC Fellowship Hall on Jan. 3, 2010 @3 PM 

 
This concert will be held to raise money for much needed surgery this month for Carter 

Pepper, a local boy, by a local Christian music star, Vaughan Penn. 

 

Please let everyone know to come out and support this worthy fund raising event on 

Sunday evening, January 3.  

Carterõs Story 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/carterpepper/mystory

